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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 2615 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: AG, LY, PDIP 

SUB J : ALGERIAN VIEW OF LIBYAN ROLE IN NORTH AFRICA 
REF: TEHRAN 9069 

1 . AS WE HAVE REPORTED PREVIOUSLY, THERE IS A GOOD DEAL OF TALK IN 
ALGIERS THAT ALGERIANS NOT HAPPY WITH LIBYAN INITIATIVE ON MAGHREB 
UNITY, AND AT LEAST ONE HIGH GOA OFFICIAL HAS REACTED COOLY TO IDEA 
IN RECENT CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN JOURNALISTS. 

2. GENERALLY SPEAKING, OUR IMPRESSION HAS ALWAYS BEEN THAT ALGER- 
IANS WILLING TO GO ALONG WITH QUADHAFI'S UNITY SCHEMES AS LONG AS 
THESE REMAINED THEORETICAL. THEY SEEM LESS ENTHUSIASTIC, HOWEVER, 
WHEN IT COMES TO GETTING DOWN TO CASES. AT TIME OF ALGERIAN-LIB YAN 
RAPPROCHEMENT IN LATE 1975 AND EARLY 1976, FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL 
TOOK POSITION IN CONVERSATION WITH US THAT EACH COUNTRY OF REGION 
MUST ACCORD FIRST PRIORITY TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. ONLY AFTER RE- 
ASONABLE LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT ACHIEVED WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO 
THINK OF MAGHREB UNITY, OFFICIAL COMMENTED. SIMILARLY, IN HIS UNGA 
SPEECH FONMIN BOUTEFLIKA PAID USUAL LIP SERVICE TO MAGHREB UNITY 
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BUT MADE NO MENTION OF QADHAFI’S INITIATIVE. 

3. AT SAME TIME, WE DOUBT THAT ALGERIANS WILL WANT IT TO APPEAR THAT 
THEY ARE THWARTING QADHAFI'S MOVE. THEY MAY GO ALONG WITH HIS INI- 
TIATIVE, PERHAPS EVEN TO POINT OF AGREEING TO ATTEND A MAGHREB 
SUMMIT, AND WILL TRY TO COUNT ON OTHERS IN REGION TO KE EP QADHAFI'S 
IDEAS FROM BECOMING TOO SPECIFIC. 
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4. GIVEN QADHAFI'S APPARENT INTEREST IN MAURITANIA, DEPT OR EMBASSY 
TEHRAN MAY WISH TO REPEAT TEHRAN 9069 TO EMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT FOR 
COMMENT ON MAURITANIAN PERSPECTIVE.HAYNES 
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